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General  

The African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC) 
recognises the particular role that National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) play in 
promoting, protecting and enforcement of children’s rights in Africa. Given their broad 
mandate as prescribed under the Paris Principles, the Committee notes that NHRIs, as 
independent organs which enhance the protection of human rights and process of 
building constitutionalism, can assume a primary role in taking measures to ensure that 
States fulfill their various obligations under the African Children’s Charter. As they operate 
independently and are deemed to hold Governments accountable, the role of NHRIs in 
lobbying States to ratify international instruments, in participating in the State Party Report 
preparation, and in following up the implementation of the recommendations of treaty 
bodies, like the ACERWC, is not disputable. The Committee also notes that building on 
their tremendous role in the protection and promotion of children’s rights in their 
respective countries, NHRIs can carry out strategic advocacy in mobilizing the required 
level of political and social acceptance of protection of children’s rights. Against this 
backdrop and based on the fact that the Committee’s relationship with NHRIs can support 
the execution of its mandate in the monitoring the implementation of the provisions of the 
Charter, the Committee takes the view that there is need to formalize its relationship with 
NHRIs in Africa. 

The Committee’s decision to formalize its relationship with NHRIs is made 
pursuant to article 42 of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, which 
gives the Committee the mandate to cooperate with other institutions that are working on 
the promotion and protection of the rights and welfare of the child. The Committee also 
notes that Rule 84 of the Rules of the Procedures of the Committee provides that ‘National 
Human Rights Institutions established by State Parties to the African Children’s Charter 
and functioning according to internationally recognized norms and standards may be 
granted affiliate status with the Committee”. Hence, with a view to operationalizing the 
provisions of the African children’s Charter and the Rules of Procedure, the Committee 
adopts the Guidelines on Granting Affiliate/Associate Status to NHRIs before the 
ACERWC.  
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Section 1: Purpose and objective of granting Affiliate/Associate Status to National 
Human Rights Institutes 

1. In granting the Affiliate/Associate Status to NHRIs the Committee shall primarily 
be governed by the purpose and objective of the African Union and the African 
Children’s Charter;  

2. The Committee shall also grant the Affiliate/Associate status with a view to 
advancing the protection and promotion of children’s rights in Africa through better 
execution of its mandate and full realisation of the Charter at country level. 

Section 2: Application for Affiliate/Associate Status  

1. An application for Affiliate/Associate Status can be submitted by NHRI established 
in any African Union Member State.  

2. An application for Affiliate/Associate Status shall be addressed and submitted to 
the ACERWC and shall provide the following information: 
a. A signed official cover letter which motivates the application; 
b. Contact address of the applicant NHRI; 
c.  Name, number and year of promulgation of the legal instrument that 

established the applying NHRI; 
d. The amount and consistency of its annual budget;                 
e. Its work plan for the application year and latest activity report;    
f. Summary of its activities in relation to children’s rights; and  
g. Its status and rating at the Global Alliance for National Human Rights 

Institutions 
3. The application documents shall be written in English or French. 
4. An application can be submitted in hard copy or soft copy by transmitting signed 

and sealed application through physical or email address.  

Section 3: Consideration of Affiliate/Associate Status by the Committee  

1. Upon the receipt of the application for Affiliate/Associate Status, the Secretariat 
of the ACERWC shall number and register the application.  

2. Once the application is registered, the Secretariat of the Committee shall 
acknowledge the receipt and transfer the application to the Chairperson of the 
ACERWC. 

3. In consultation with the Chairperson of the ACERWC, the Secretariat shall table 
the consideration of the application at the immediate subsequent Session of 
the ACERWC.  
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4. Once the application is transmitted to the Committee, the Committee may 
assign one of its Members as a rapporteur to examine the application 
documents.  

5. The assigned rapporteur shall examine the application in light of the objective 
and purpose of granting an Affiliate/associate status to NHRIs and the criteria 
as it is prescribed in these Guidelines.  

6. Following the assessment, the assigned rapporteur presents his/her opinion to 
Members of the ACERWC who shall then deliberate on the application and 
reach a decision to either accept or reject the application.  

7. The Secretariat of the Committee shall transmit the decision of the Committee 
along with its explanation through a formal letter.  

Section 4: Request for additional information  

1. The Committee, if it deems necessary, may request the applicant to submit 
additional information or documents.  

Section 5: Criteria for granting Affiliate/Associate Status  

1. A NHRI that is applying for an Affiliate/Associate Status before the ACERWC 
shall fulfill the following criteria: 

a. It is established by a law which prescribes its mandate, functions and 
independence; 

b. The NHRI shall have a clear mandate to protect and promote human 
rights in the country it is established in; 

c. Its members are elected by an official act; 
d. It must be provided with sufficient budget and human resource which 

enables it to effectively execute its mandate to protect and promote 
human rights;  

e. It must have the mandate to make recommendations to government 
organs and also to hold government organs accountable for their actions 
in relation to human rights; and 

f. It must have a mechanism within its operational structure for the 
enforcement of its decisions. 

Section 6: Affiliates/Associates role in the works of the ACERWC  

1. A NHRI that is granted an Affiliate/Associate Status before the ACERWC can 
be involved in the following activities: 

a. Attend and actively participate in the Open Sessions of the Committee, 
particularly in Sessions where State Party reports are considered; 

b. Up on the Committee’s approval, the NHRI can also attend the closed 
Sessions of the Committee as it deems necessary,  
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c. Table an agenda before the Committee pursuant to Rule 33 of the Rules 
of Procedures of the ACERWC;  

d. Access the State Party report from which they come from in a timely 
manner as well as other documents that the Committee decides to be 
shared; 

e. Pursuant to the content and form of the revised guidelines on 
consideration of State Party reports, the NHRI can also submit an 
alternative/independent report to the Committee following the 
submission of the report of the Country they are established in; 

f. Whenever necessary, submit thematic briefings on child rights issues 
which need the attention of the Committee; 

g. Assist in the dissemination and implementation of the concluding 
observations and recommendations of the Committee that have been 
forwarded to State Party concerned; 

h. Assist the Committee’s undertakings such as investigative, follow-up or 
fact-finding missions in the country of the Affiliate/Associate NHRI and 
provide relevant information to the Committee on the status of child 
rights in the State Party; 

i. Follow-up on the implementation of the decisions of the Committee on 
communications concerning the country the Affiliate is established in; 
and  

j. Collaborate with the Committee in other child rights activities such as 
studies and reports.  

2. The Committee may request information pertaining to child rights issues and 
the implementation of the African Children’s Charter from the NHRIs. Such 
information may include; 

a. Issues related to communications which the Committee has received 
and is considering; 

b.  Implementation of decisions and recommendations of the Committee; 
c. Information on the situation of selected thematic child rights issues in the 

country the Affiliate is established in; 
d. Issues in relation to areas on which the Committee has established 

special mechanisms; and  
e.  Any other issue which the Committee deems necessary for the 

execution of its mandate.  

Section 7- Alternative/Independent report of Affiliate National Human Rights 
Institutions  

1. In accordance with Section 6(1)(e) of these Guidelines, when an Affiliate 
NHRIs submits alternative/independent report, the Committee may decide 
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to consider the report in the presence of the Affiliate NHRI and may hold an 
interactive dialogue. 

2. The Report of the Affiliate shall be treated confidential by the Committee and 
can only be shared to third parties with express consent by the Affiliate.  

3. The independent report should complement the State Party report as well as 
should provide updates on the status of the implementation of the Charter, 
the concluding observations and recommendations of the Committee, any 
kind of recommendations and decisions given to the State Party concerned 
by the Committee.  

Section 8- Relationship between the Committee and Affiliates/Associates  

1. Affiliate NHRIs shall submit a report on the activities they have undertaken 
with respect to child rights matters and in relation to the mandate of the 
Committee every three years starting from the date of assuming the status 
before the ACERWC. 

2. The Committee may invite Affiliate NHRIs to make presentations or submit 
briefings on selected matters as it deems necessary. 

3. The Committee may assign responsibilities to its Affiliates on its 
recommendations and decisions to ensure monitoring of their 
implementation and receive updates on the same.  

Section 9- Miscellaneous  

1. The Committee does not bear any duty to provide any kind of funding for 
Affiliate NHRIs on the activities they shall undertake pursuant to these 
Guidelines.  

2. These Guidelines do not hinder the Committee from working with NHRIs 
which do not have Affiliate Status.  

3. These Guidelines shall come into force within 30 days after adoption by the    
ACERWC.  

 

 

Adopted during the 32nd Session of the ACERWC 
November 2018 

 


