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Iv.

Purpose of the Mission: The African Committee of Experts on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child (ACEREC) undertook the mission to assess the
implementation of its concluding observations and recommendations on the
initial report of the Government of Ethiopia which was forwarded to the
Government on January 2015.

Objectives of the ACERWC in this Mission: To undertake constructive
dialogue with the Government of Ethiopia to learn about the progress ach ieved,
Challenges faced. " and Opportunities that exist in the implementation of its
concluding observations and recommendations. The ACERWC also intended
to bring stakeholders together to boost collaboration between the Government,

Expected outcomes/ outputs of the Mission: To give an opportunity to the
Government of Ethiopia to appreciate its progress in implementing the
recommendations and thereby to learn best practices that can be used by the
ACERWC in its further €ngagement with other State Parties. Moreover, the

List of Delegation: The Delegation of the ACERWC was composed of Hon.
Aver Gavar, Member of the ACERWC & Special Rappor‘tgyr on Violence

Methodology

16th October 2018- Meetings/Consultations with Government Officials- State
Minister for Children Affairs within the Ministry of Women & Children_ Affairs,



VL. Mission activities
The activities of the mission are as follows:

On 16 October, the Delegation had bilatera] meetings and visits as indicated below:

- Consultation between the Delégaﬁon of the ACERWC and the State Minister of

children’s health, education and welfare. :
- Meeting with UNICEF Ethiopia in the presence of the Deputy Country
Representative, and other child protection specialists.
- Courtesy visit to Plan International Ethiopia;

- Meeting with Save the Children Country Office in the presence of the Country
Director;

- Visitto the Children’s Legal Protection Center, Children’s Court, and Victim's Court
located in the Lideta Federal Court in Addis Ababag, Ethiopia.

On 17th October, the ACERWC organized a Workshop on the implementation of the
concluding observations and recommendations of the ACERWC which was attended by
wide range of Government offices as well as non-governmental stakeholders. During the
workshop, the Delegation of the ACERWC introduced participants with the African
Children’s Charter, the mandate of the Committee as well as the contents of the
concluding observations and recommendations forwarded to the Government of Ethiopia.

Moreover, presentations on child marriage and violence against children were made by
UNICEF and Save the Children respectively.

VIl. Findings
General measures of implementation

the implementation of the ret:ommendations. Moreover, despite the fact that the
récommendations have been translated, the Committee was informed that non-
governmental stakeholders were not allowed to publish and disseminate the concluding
observations ang récommendations in the translated versions. With a view to



monitoring and follow-up mechanism with the National Human Rights Commission to
monitor and evaluate laws and policies relating to children,

The discussion informed that the Government has increased its budgetary allocation to
-all sectors working on children’s rights. For instance in 2018 the budget allocated for the

It indicated that in 2015 the Government developed the 2" National Action Plan on
Human Rights and the concluding observations and recommendations were taken into

The Government has adopted the National Child Protection Policy during the reporting
time. The Government has also endorsed a National Social Protection Strategy as well
as safety net programs. '

' protection issues. The Committee noted that there is no CSOs network in the State Party.

The Committee was informed that the current political changes have brought some
positive additions, however, there is ongoing and repetitive change of leadership even at
Director’s level which is affecting the implementation of child rights programs.

The national coordinating body for children’s affairs is the Federal Miniétry of women’s
and children’s Affairs, which has structures up to woreda level with units of children’s

affairs. However, the Committee was informed that there is lack of coordination among
many sectors and CSOs in the implementation of children’s rights and various programs.

Concerning data, the Committee noted that currently there is no workable data on children
and issues affecting them. There is a child wellbeing MIS that is being developed by the
MWCA, however, it is not yet fully operationalized.

 Definition of the child



minimum age of criminal responsibility as well as the treatment of children in conflict with
the law between 15 ang 18 years of age as adults.

On the recommendation of the Committee on minimum age of marriage as it relates to

€ possibility of emancipation of children of 16 years to get married through authorization,
the Committee was informed that no such case has taken place so far. The Committee,
during the mission, was also informed that the minimum age of marriage under regional
family codes is not always set at 18. :

General principles

The Committee’s discussion with Government and other stakeholders revealed that
access to basic social services has relatively increased. However, the Committee noted
that there is variation in accessibility of schools and health centers between urban and
rural areas. Moreover, children with disabilities, children on the streets, and children in
conflict and crisis are disproportionately affected in accessing basic social services.

Up in 80% of woredas, Furthermore, since July 2017, the Government has launched
vital registration for refugee children. However, the Committee noted that the birth

registration of children under five years age is very low at less than 3% which is one of
the lowest rates in the world. i

The Committee was informed that the Government dealt with unaccompanied minors only.

through birth registration, however, this will not solve the problem of statelessness or
being at the risk of statelessness. .

Family environment



There is a draft law on identifying maintenance for children. It was also informed that the

Government has embarked on family training to ensure positive disciplining of children
and child rearing.

The Committee further noted that the Government has adopted the revised Alternative

Child Care Guidelines to establish a regulatory instrument on the quality of the child care
system in the country.

Health énd welfare

The Committee observed that generally health coverage has increased and that there is
good progress in increasing vaccination coverage in the State Party. The Committee was
however informed that there is inequity in accessing health facilities as there are areas
that are marginalized such as pastoralist. communities. In addition, the Committee’s
attention was drawn to the fact that there is poor quality of health care facilities which is
intended to be dealt in long term. Despite the increase in health coverage and the rapid
decrease of neonatal, infant and under-5 mortality, child mortality is still high and various
efforts should be exerted to further reduce the indicators.

Moreover, the Committee noted that the Government has adopted a National Nutrition

Program and is undertaking various awareness creation programs on child nutrition.
Education and leisure

The Committee, from its various discuésions, noted that access to education has
significantly improved: however the quality of education is not up to standard and proper

The Committee was also informed that early childhood education has improved and 50%,
of children have access to preschool education. Furthermore, there is plan to increase.
access to early childhood education.



can address the special needs of children with disabilities including children with mental
disability. Over 200 centers have been established for children with disabilities. However,
the Committee was informed that only 3% of children with disabilities go to school due to

stigma and lack of accessibility of schools as well as Jack of trained teachers and
materials. '

Special measures of protection

Children in emergency situations

The Committee was informed that 59% of refugees in Ethiopia are children and that
refugee children are provided with education in schools within the refugee camps, and

in Gambella. The gross enrolment rate for primary education among refugee children js
72% and for secondary school is 18%.

The Committee noted that one of the challenges on the protection of children in conflict
with the law is the attitude of the community, mainly victims’ families who prefer retribution



than rehabilitation. Hence, Government acknowledged the need to conduct awareness
raising programs in the community.

Harmful traditional pracfices

10% in 2050.

The Committee was informed that one of the challenges in this regard is the lack of clear

mandates of Government Ministries and Agencies as it relates to efforts to fight harmful
practices. ,

Children on the street



Child labour

The Committee noted that the main reason for child labour is poverty and Government
has set up labour inspections, checklist to prohibit child labour, Committee to eradicate
the practice at grassroots level, and also advocacy at grassroots level by working with

Child trafficking

In relation to chilg trafficking, the discussions highlighted that there is a law developed
and a special bench established to deal with trafficking issues. To overcome the challenge
of sex tourism, the Ministry of Tourism has developed guidelines on sex tourism and is
working on prevention and awareness raising.

Abuse and sexuyal exploitation of children

key achievements concerning violence against children js girls’ empowerment;
mobilization of communities as well as religious leaders: and putting in place follow-up

a. Fast-track the process of the adoption of g comprehensive child rights law:

b. Intensify coordination on child rights efforts among various Government Ministries and
Agencies as well as collaboration with CSOs:

c. Build the capacity of institutions and staff working on child rights and welfare issues;

d. Collect and document disaggregated and updated data on children and issues
affecting them:

€. Revise the age of criminal résponsibility to make it consistent with international
standards: -

h. Upscale the quality of education and ensure that the efforts in increasing accessibility
of education do not leave quality of education behing: |



Promote and strive towards inclusive education by providing the necessary
infrastructure, materials and services that can cater for the needs of children with

Ensure that children in all parts of the State Party are not detained with adults by
establishing rehabilitation centers for children in conflict with the law in all parts of the
country; and ensure that children benefit from diversion programs by expediting the
revision of the Criminal Procedure Code; ;
Undertake concrete measures to address the situation of children on the street

and' reunification programs. The Committee also urges the State Party to exert
consolidated efforts on prevention; 3
Mainstream the protection of refugee and IDP children in the national humanitarian
response program through the adoption of a child-specific cluster; and

. Address recurrent challenges such as conflict and drought and minimize their impact

on children by giving due regard to children’s vulnerability as well as by providing
special support to internally displaced children and unaccompanied minors.
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